


Stone Age Artifacts



The study of past societies through an 
analysis of what people have left behind.

Artifacts are those things that people left behind, they can include:

Tools and Weapons Art and Sculpture Pottery

Jewelry Human Remains Ancient Buildings 
and Monuments

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/67/Flintstone_knife.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/67/Flintstone_knife.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e5/Egypte_louvre_316.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e5/Egypte_louvre_316.jpg


Cave Paintings are Artifacts too.





Technology & Art

New Tool Kit
Nomads – Wander from place to place and were 

hunter-gatherer

They invented tools such as spears, digging sticks and 
knives.

Over 100 different tools were made from bone, stone 
and wood.

Paleolithic Art
Necklaces of seashells, lion teeth and bear claws

Sculptures of animals

Paintings – paint made from charcoal and animal 
blood 



About 250,000 years ago Homo sapiens emerged.

Homo Sapiens means “Wise Person.”

This group split into two distinct groups:

Neanderthals and Homo Sapiens Sapiens

Homo Sapiens 
Sapiens

Neanderthals

Discovered in the Neander Valley in Germany.  

Thought to have lived between 100,000 and 30,000 years 
ago; they lived in Europe and Turkey.

They used stone tools, and buried their dead.  It is 
thought they had some primitive religious beliefs.

It was originally thought that they were killed off by 
homo sapiens sapiens, but new evidence has recently 
emerged that shows that there was some genetic mixing 
between the two groups. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/07/Neandertal_vs_Sapiens.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/07/Neandertal_vs_Sapiens.jpg


200,000 BCE – 10,000 BCE

“Consciously thinking human”

• Large brain with well developed areas  for 

conscious and reflective thought-highly 

intelligent

•Could live in areas beyond the temperate zones because 

intelligence allowed them to make clothes and shelters to 

protect them from the cold.

•Developed more advanced tools than predecessors 

(knives, spears, bows, arrows); made shelters of wood, 

bones, and animal skins



Modern Human Beings

Believed to have appeared in Africa between 150,000-200,000 years 
ago

Began to migrate outside of Africa 100,000 years ago.

Believed by many to have replaced the Neanderthals by 30,000 B.C..

By 10,000 B.C. Homo Sapiens Sapiens could be found throughout the 
world due to migration.

There are two theories for this migration:

One is the “out of Africa” model which states that homo sapiens 
sapiens migrated out of Africa and slowly replaced other groups they 

encountered throughout the world.

The other theory is the multiregional model, which states that 
development from earlier hominids to modern humans occurred in 
different locations in Africa, Asia, and Europe at different times.



Paleolithic peoples lived in 

small nomadic bands with 

few class distinctions, and 

had an interest in art and 

simple spiritual beliefs. 

Neanderthals
( 200,000 BCE – 30,000 BCE )

Cro-Magnons
( 40,000 BCE – 10,000 BCE )

Homo Sapiens

Homo Sapien 

Sapien
(40,000 BCE-Present )
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The earliest humans 

probably lived in Africa.

They spread to the 

rest of the world over 

the next tens of 

thousands of years 

as they hunted and 

gathered food to 

survive.



Very Early Humans

How do scientists know about an 

early man who lived 3 million 

years ago?  

Lucy told them!

http://ancienthistory.pppst.com/archaeology.html
http://ancienthistory.pppst.com/archaeology.html


Lucy

In 1974, a skeleton was found in Africa.  The bones were 

those of a female, about 20 years old or so when she 

died.  Scientists named her Lucy. About 3 million years
ago, when Lucy was alive, she was about 

4 feet tall and weighed about 50 pounds.  

Scientists suspect that she fell into a lake 

or river and drowned.

Scientists are like detectives.  

They can tell a great deal from a 

skeleton, whether it's one year old 

or 3 million years old! 



Famous Findings

• Mary Leaky – Finds footprints in Tanzania
• Australopithecines – First humanlike creature to 

walk upright

• Donald Johanson – Finds female skeleton 

in Ethiopia (Lucy).  She is the oldest 

hominid found (3.5 million years old)





Handy Man

The Stone Age refers to the materials 

used to make man-made tools.  In the 

Stone Age, man made tools out of 

stone.  “Handy Man” was one of the first 

hominids to use stone tools. 

Hunters & Gatherers: The Old Stone Age 

people were hunters/gatherers.  We know 

this because scientists have found fossils

and artifacts, which reveal traces of their 

life. These people did not plant crops. They 

gathered wild fruits, nuts, berries, and 

vegetables. 

http://earlyhumans.mrdonn.org/tools.html
http://earlyhumans.mrdonn.org/tools.html


Handy Man

These early human-like hominids 

were taller and smarter than Lucy’s 

people, but they did not know how 

to make fire. 

When they broke camp, they 

probably tried to bring fire with 

them by carrying lit branches to 

use to start a new campfire. 

If their branches went out, they 

did without fire until they found 

something burning.



Upright Man

Many years passed.  Another group of man was born.  

Scientists nicknamed this group “Upright Man”.  Upright 

Man did know how to make fire. 

That changed everything!

People began to cook their food, 

which helped to reduce disease.  

People collected around the fire 

each night, to share stories of the 

day's hunt and activities, which 

helped to develop a spirit of 

community. 



Upright Man

These Stone Age people were about the 

same size as modern humans.  Their 

tool-making skills were considerably 

improved.  Their weapons included stone 

axes and knives. 

Because Upright Man could make fire, 

he was free to move about in search 

of food. He did not have to worry 

about freezing. He made warm clothes 

from animal skins. At night, he built a 

campfire to cook his food and to stay 

warm. 



Man Leaves Home

About one million years ago, Upright Man 

began to slowly leave Africa. These early 

people began to populate the world. 

Scientists have found artifacts of their 

tools and weapons, which help us to 

understand how they lived, where they 

went, and how they got there.

They did not need a boat. The Ice Age 

was here! They traveled across giant 

walkways of frozen ice, over what later 

would become vast rivers and seas.

http://www.phillipmartin.info/clipart
http://www.phillipmartin.info/clipart


Dawn of Modern Humans

• Neanderthals (200,000 B.C. to 30,000 B.C.)

• Powerfully built

• Religious beliefs and rituals (including burial)

• Resourceful: Built shelters to survive winter

• Cro-Magnon (40,000 to 8,000 B.C.)

• Early Homo Sapiens (Wise Men)

• Identical to modern humans

• Planned hunts: Studied animal habits and stalked prey

• Advanced skill in spoken language





“Paleo” means old “Lithic” means stone

Paleolithic= Old Stone Age.  This era was called the stone age because 
early man used stone to make his tools and weapons.

Paleolithic man lived in groups called clans.
These clans got their food by Hunting and Gathering
Once the food supply ran out they would move to a different area.  
Because they moved from place to place they were Nomadic.

Essential Knowledge
Were Nomadic: Wandered from place to place in search of food and shelter
Invented the first tools and weapons including simple stone tools.
Lived in groups called clans of about 20-30 people, used caves for shelter.
Learned to make and control fire to keep warm and cook their food.
Developed oral, or spoken language
Made cave art and statues.

The role of men was to do the hunting
The role of women was gathering and caring for children



“Paleolithic” --> “Old Stone” Age

Hunting (men) & gathering (women) --> small bands of 20-30 humans

NOMADIC (moving from place to place)

2,500,000 BCE – 10,000 BCE



Getting Food



Without becoming food!



Ugh…Me so
Hungry!



Groups of related families united in 

bands to collect roots, nuts, fruits and 

seeds.  They also hunted together.    By 

co-operating together they met their 

basic needs for food, clothing and 

shelter.



•Hunting and gathering: 

no private property or 

social distinctions based 

on wealth due to mobility

•Possessed some small 

items carried during 

migrations

•Social distinctions based 

on age, strength, courage, 

intelligence, personality

•Gender equality because 

both contributed to 

survival

What role did men and 

women play in a Hunter-

Gatherer society?



Religion

fire/animals were sacred

Buried their dead with 

personal possessions

Paleolithic Age

“Old Stone Age”

2.5 million years ago – 8000B.C

Society

Nomadic – find food

Traveled with clan 20-30ppl

Lived in caves

Food

Hunter-Gatherers

No Farming

Technology

Used stone tools for 

hunting and war

Harnessed fire



The animals they killed provided 

meat for food, bones for tools, 

and hides for clothing.



They set up seasonal camps in 

caves or rock shelters wherever 

the animals were plentiful.



People (Bands) migrated when 

food (plants or animals) became 

scarce in one location.

We’re 

outta here!

Yaba-daba-doo!



Gathering was a more reliable source of food and so in 
Paleolithic society it is thought that it may have been 
Matriarchal, or female dominated.  

Women were often seen at the time as symbols of life and 
fertility. Many ancient religions were centered around the 
worship of the earth and the woman was often representative 
of the earth and life because of the fact that women gave 
birth.

Early ideas about religion are often called sympathetic magic.

It is thought that early man often drew, or made representations of what 
he/she wanted to happen.  Fertility statues for having many children, 

paintings of successful hunts etc.  

http://cv.uoc.es/~982_04_005_01_web/fitxer/venusE.html
http://cv.uoc.es/~982_04_005_01_web/fitxer/venusE.html


Spreading Through the World





•Land bridge exposed by an ice age 

allowed them to travel to SE Asia, 

Australia, and the Americas

•With larger populations, large mammals 

became extinct due to hunting and 

changes in Earth’s environment 



Reasons for the Migrations

• Couldn’t find enough 
food

• Growing number of 
bands

• Changing climate 
(desertification)

• Follow animals on the 
move (hunting)



Use of Fire
Early man learned to use fire to adapt to his environment.
It was probably discovered from friction, lightning, or accidental hitting two rocks 
together. 

Ice Ages
Fire was very important during the ice ages.  Without fire man would not have been 
able to survive. 

Cave Art
Man has created art for a very long time.  There is some argument as to what this art 
was for.  Was it art as art, or art as a form of religion?



What have we 

learned?



1.How did early people 

get the food they 

needed to survive?



2. Why did early people 

work together?



3. Besides food, for what 

purposes might early 

people have worked 

together?



People in different parts of the world 

gradually developed their own 

cultures (way of life).  As bands grew 

larger, their organization and 

interactions within the group 

changed.  Band members now 

performed different tasks (division of 

labor) and took on different roles 

according to their abilities and the 

group’s needs.



“Neo” means new
“Lithic” means stone
Neolithic means new stone age.

The Neolithic Agricultural Revolution was the change from the Paleolithic 
period to the Neolithic Period. 

The thing that allowed for this change was the discovery of agriculture.
It is thought that women discovered agriculture.

Systematic Agriculture was the consistent growing of crops on a continuing 
basis.

Domestication of Animals: In addition to growing crops Neolithic man also 
tamed animals for hunting (dogs) and other animals for their food such as 
sheep, cows, etc. . . 

Developed Agriculture
Domesticated Animals
Used Advanced Stone Tools
Developed Weaving (better clothing)
Made Pottery (for food storage)



Variations on Agriculture

As agriculture spread different areas began to grow different crops 
that were suited to their environment. 

These places where people began to settle down, grow crops, and start 
villages became known as the Cradles of Civilization.

Most of these areas were in river valleys.  This first was Mesopotamia
between the Tigris and Euphrates River Valleys.  

Other river valleys include The Nile in Egypt, the Indus in India, and the 
Huang He in China.

These villages spread throughout Europe and the rest of the world.

The oldest and largest of the villages are found in SW Asia.



Çatal Höyük

One of World’s First Farming Communities



Found in Anatolia (Modern Day Turkey)

Its walls enclosed 32 acres and up to 6,000 people.

Grew many different crops and developed artisans and trade.

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2c/Catal_H%C3%BCy%C3%BCk_Restauration_B.JPG
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2c/Catal_H%C3%BCy%C3%BCk_Restauration_B.JPG
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/43/Catal_H%C3%BCy%C3%BCk,_bull_heads.JPG
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/43/Catal_H%C3%BCy%C3%BCk,_bull_heads.JPG
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b1/CatalHoyukSouthArea.JPG
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b1/CatalHoyukSouthArea.JPG


Aleppo

is one of the oldest inhabited cities in 

history.

Located in Modern-Day Syria; It has 

been occupied since around 5000 

BCE.

It occupies a strategic trading point 

midway between the sea and the 

Euphrates.

The main role of the city was as a 

trading place.



Monument begun in the Neolithic age and finished in the Bronze Age
Located on the Salisbury Plain in England

What it may have looked like at completion

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/a/a2/Stonehenge_Complete.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/a/a2/Stonehenge_Complete.jpg




Agricultural Surplus
As farming technology improved people were able to grow the food they needed.  Because 
of this not everyone had to work on providing food anymore and so people could do other 
things. 

Artisans
People who made crafts such as textiles (fabrics), pottery, jewelry, etc. . . 
People could do what they were good at instead of having to farm.

Specialization of Labor
Because people could focus on one particular thing technology and skills improved. 

Storage of Food
Pottery and other devices were invented as ways to grow extra food.  This extra food was 
vital for feeding a growing population.

Trade
As artisans made goods they began to exchange goods with other villages, and later cities, 
who had different goods.  This was a barter system. 



People starting living in small villages. 

What do you think caused this change from moving 

from place to place?



To train 

something 

to be 

useful to 

people.







Surplus is an 

extra 

supply of 

something.



Different people started 

producing/making 

different things and had 

different jobs.

Some People: 

• Farmed

• Ground Wheat

• Made into Flour

• Made Tools

• Made Mud Bricks

• Made Pottery (Pots)



Trade is an 

exchange of 

goods.











Çatal Höyük was occupied for roughly a millennium (1000 Years) 

6500-5500 BCE, and pottery is found in most of its levels.



Some of its houses 

are elaborately 

decorated with 

wall paintings





There are also sculptural 

decorations formed over 

animal skulls and human 

burials beneath the floors 

of the houses.



Most sites of this period are simple villages.



Before

• People were 
Nomadic 
(Moved 
from Place to 
Place)

• Hunted & 
Gathered
for Food

After

• People Lived 
in Villages

• Farmed

• Domesticated 
Plants & 
Animals

• Surplus
developed

NEOLITHIC  REVOLUTION 


